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At the Inaugural Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 10th May 2011, there were present: 

Councillors

Mrs S Merrikin (Mayor)

Mrs C Allaway-Martin




Mr   D Atherley




Mr   R Drury




Mr   C Elsmore




Mrs E Elsmore




Mr   P Kay




Mrs J Morgan

County Councillor 
Mr   T Hale
Also Present

Mr   D Martin

Mr   C Howell

Mr   W Williams






Apologies were received from District Councillors Baynham and McMahon
1.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no Declarations of Interest
2.
TO ELECT THE MAYOR OF COLEFORD
The Mayor, Cllr Merrikin, stood down from the Chair and the Clerk asked members for nominations for the position of Mayor for the coming year. 
Cllr Merrikin was nominated to be re-elected for the position of Mayor for a fourth year. 


Proposed:  
Cllr Kay

Seconded:  
Cllr Atherley
Cllr C Elsmore was nominated to be elected for the position of Mayor.


Proposed:
Cllr E Elsmore
Seconded:
Cllr Drury

Following a secret ballot, Cllr Merrikin was elected Mayor by 5 votes to 3.
3.
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE

Cllr Merrikin signed the Declaration of Acceptance. She thanked the Members of the Council for their support and looked forward to serving as Mayor once more during the coming year.

4.
TO ELECT THE DEPUTY MAYOR OF COLEFORD

Cllr Atherley was nominated to be elected for the position of Deputy Mayor.

Proposed:
Cllr Kay


Seconded:
Cllr Merrikin

The proposal was accepted unanimously.
5.
PROPOSALS TO ADVERTISE FOR CO-OPTION FOR VACANT SEATS (5)

Councillor Kay suggested that the Council delay advertising for Co-option until September 2011.
It was agreed that this item be deferred to the next Full Council meeting to give the Clerk time to gather further information and advice.

6.
BANK ACCOUNTS – NEW SIGNATORY

Councillor E Elsmore signed the bank account document.

The Clerk reported the difficulties she had with removing past councillors from the signatory list.

It was agreed to put this on the agenda for further discussion at the next Office & Finance Committee meeting.
7.
TO ELECT REPRESENTATIVES TO THE FOLLOWING TOWN COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Members were elected to committees as follows:

Finance and Office

Councillors Allaway-Martin, Atherley, C Elsmore, Kay, Merrikin and Morgan
Planning 

Councillors Allaway-Martin, Atherley, C Elsmore, E Elsmore, Merrikin and Morgan

Highways

Councillors Atherley, C Elsmore and Kay

It was agreed to bring further elections of representatives for the Highways Committee back to Council if and when there were any co-options onto the Council


Amenities

Councillors Drury, Kay, Merrikin and Morgan
Burial

Councillors Allaway-Martin, C Elsmore, Kay and Morgan
Public Safety

Councillors Atherley, C Elsmore, E Elsmore, Kay and Merrikin
REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER COMMITTEES

Members were elected as representatives to other committees as follows:

In House Auditors

Councillor Kay and E Elsmore
Forest Health Forum

Councillor C Elsmore & Councillor E Elsmore
FoDDC Planning & Development Control

Any member of the Planning Committee

Police & Community Consultative Committee

Councillor Atherley

Gloucestershire Playing Fields Committee

Councillor Allaway-Martin
Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum

Councillor C Elsmore or the Town Clerk
Gloucestershire Rural Transport Partnership

Councillor C Elsmore

St. John’s Junior School Governors

Mrs Heather Lusty, Community Governor
Christmas Lights Committee

Any member of the Amenities Committee if requested by the Christmas Lights Committee

REPRESENTATIVES ON OTHER BODIES
The Halls Charity

Councillors C Elsmore, Merrikin and Morgan

It was agreed to bring the election of the remaining representative on this organisation back to Council if and when there were any co-options onto the Council.
Citizens’ Advice Bureau

Councillors C Elsmore and E Elsmore

Crime & Disorder Reduction Group

Councillor Kay
Forestry Commission Advisory Committee

Councillor Atherley
Quarry Liaison Committee

Councillor Allaway-Martin
Coleford Area MCTI Partnership

Councillor Drury
Bells Foundation

Councillors C Elsmore and Morgan

Coleford Area Parish Forum

Cllr Merrikin and the Town Clerk

Wye Valley AONB

Councillor Atherley

Councillor Drury suggested that the Council look at forming small groups of Councillors to look into being responsible for certain areas within the parish.

It was agreed to defer this to the next Full Council to give Councillor Drury and the Clerk time to gain further information.
8. SEWAGE AND DRAINAGE WORKS IN CINDERHILL & NEWLAND STREET
The Mayor welcomed Mr Martin Kilroy, Capital Delivery Manager and Mr Simon Broom, Design Manager from Dwr Cymru Welsh Water to the meeting.
The Mayor expressed her dismay that Welsh Water had not consulted with the Town Council regarding the sewage and drainage works in Cinderhill and Newland Street and that the consultation held recently had been poor and inadequate.

Mr Kilroy apologised to the Council for the lack of input and assured Councillors that this would not happen again.

A letter sent by Mr Broom to the Council had not been received
Apologies were again expressed by Mr Broom and copies of the letter were circulated.

Mr Broom explained that the new system would take 70-75% of the foul sewage away from the town centre.  The pinch point causing restrictions in the culvert in Newland Street would be removed and replaced with the installation of a larger down pipe which would alleviate the problems immediately.

The new system will give considerable benefit to the town centre and prevent any flooding up to a 1:30 year event.

Over land flow through the town centre had been alleviated by beanie blocks placed in the town centre by Gloucestershire Highways.

In addition the new system will provide additional head room in the network for the planned development of 413 properties, plus a further 600 properties, therefore providing for 1013 properties in total.
Mr Kilroy expressed the importance of issues being submitted to the District Council by the Town Council regarding the planning process.

Mr Kilroy agreed to send some information leaflets to the Town Council for the members of the public.

Mr Williams handed a list of questions to Mr Kilroy and Mr Broom who agreed to reply in writing to Mr Williams and the Town Council.
Following problems with blocked drains in Newland Street it was agreed to put this on the Highways Committee agenda for further discussion at the next meeting.

Mr Kilroy agreed to send a letter of support regarding the importance of regular drain clearing by Highways.

The Clerk thanked Welsh Water for donating 1,000 litres for the Battle of Coleford event in June.

The Mayor thanked Mr Kilroy and Mr Broom for attending the meeting

9.
ANY BUSINESS IN THE OPINION OF THE CHAIRMAN IS URGENT
Councillor Drury informed the meeting that a march was taking place in London for rights for the disabled and asked if a letter of support could be sent from the Town Council.

10.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported that there was not enough time for a competition to be held for the naming of the roads in the Angel Farm development.  Road naming suggestions had been put forward and comments from Councillors would be appreciated.

The meeting closed at 8.15pm
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